Characterization of the long-term mean climate, or climatology, of the region
for the period 1981-2010.

|dentification of changes in the 20t century climate with respect to the
normal climate for the period 1981-2010.

Calculation of the linear trends in atmospheric and oceanic variables (i.e.,
rainfall, sea surface temperature —SSTs) through the least squares method.

Calculation of year-to-year variability of the distinct climate variables via
standard deviations.

|dentification of the impact of global phenomena, such as the global warming
SSTs and El Nifio (ENSO), on the regional climate via the least squares method.
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