Time Range


Event
Citations

23 mya


The Miocene Epoch begins


14 mya


The Mediterranean is permanently disconnected from the Indian Ocean and land has reached its modern day configuration (www with miocene land mass).
Seidenkrantz et al. 1999 (?)

9.5 mya


The Messinian stage begins




“Beginning of Messinian”


Orogenic uplift severed the Betic corridor and severely restricted the Rifian corridor in earliest Messinian
Krijgsman et al., 1999 (p2)

****SS1******

8 mya


The building of the Himalayan Mountains begins as the India collides into Asia. 

Affects atmospheric CO2 levels because of increased weathering


6 mya


Sea level drops nearly 70 meters as ice sheets expand
Berggren et al., 2003 (p1)

?


The Zeit Wet Phase – high monsoonal activity prevailed in northern Africa
Griffin et al., 2002 (p1)

5.96 mya


The onset of the Messinian Salinity Crisis
Krijgsman et al., 1999 (p2)

5.59 mya


Complete isolation from the Atlantic Ocean is established
Krijgsman et al., 1999 (p2)

********SS2***********

5.5 mya


Sea level in the Mediterranean Sea rapidly drops
**********SS3************

5.5 mya


IRD deposition begins to occur in the northern hemisphere. Ice had already formed in the southern hemisphere around 35 mya


5.5-5.33 mya


Evaporites of halite and gypsum are deposited in the newly formed lake-sea basin in the Mesiterranean
**********SS4************

5.33 mya


The Messinian Salinity Crisis ends as the Atlantic Ocean is reconnected to the Mediterranean.
***********SS5*************





